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Editorial  
 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone Dinton and 
Hartwell. We print about 530 magazines a month, each of which on average are 
read by at least two people.  
The magazine contains news, announcements by societies and clubs, and 
articles on local and other issues.  
 
We do not charge for charities or personal notices but welcome advertising by 
local businesses. The rates are very competitive. Personal notice can include 
family announcements.  
 
The magazine subscription is £6.00 per year or it can be bought over the counter 
at the village shop.                                                                                     DP 
 
Priest in Charge Revd.Peter G.Rich , The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR  

01296 748068 

Licensed Minister: Avril Clark, 7 Furlong Crescent, Bishopstone, HP17 8SG 

 01296 747755 

Church Wardens: David John, 84 Oxford Road, Stone HP17 8PL  

01296 747932 

 Eryl Morgan, 101 Baker Street Waddesdon,, HP18 0LQ 

 01296 655692 

 Valma Thompson, Meadway, Greenend, Dinton HP17 8UR 

01296 748561 

 Jean Moore, 'Larkrise', 4 Templecroft Terrace, Upton. HP17 8UD. 

01296 748063 

Secretary to the 

P.C.C: 

Sue Birrell, 7 Jakeman Way, Aylesbury. HP21 8FT 

01296 338163 

Hon. Treasurer: Andrew Wild, Stonemead, High Street, Dinton HP 17 8UW 

01296 748679 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Parish Services 
 

 St John the Baptist 
Stone 

St Peter & St Paul 
Dinton 

Methodist 
Chapel Stone 

May 1 
Easter 2 

10.00am 
All Age Communion 
6.00pm Evensong 

  
11 am 

Worship 

May8 
Easter 3 

  
8.30am 

Holy Communion  
BCP 

10.00am 
Family Service 

 

 

 

 

May 15  
Easter 4 

 
10.00am 

Christian Aid 
Joint All Age 
Communion  

Service 

  
United Service 
Christian Aid 

at 
St. John the 

Baptist 
**** 

May 22  
Easter 5 

 

  
10.00am 

Holy Communion 
CW 

11 am 
Worship 

May 29  
Easter 6 

  
10.00 

All Age 
Communion 

 
11 am 

Worship 

*** PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF SCHEDULE 

 

Dates to remember:  
May 13th  Harp Concert (see page 12) 
May 17th  2.30pm Knit & Natter Meadway, Dinton 

Knitting Wool 

Mary John asks you to look out for any knitting wool  

as supplies are running low. 
 

Have you got a local club or organisation you would like to 

advertise? Do you need new helpers or members?  

Why not advertise in Parish News? 

We do not charge for local groups. 
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STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Tuesday May 17th 
At 7.30pm 

 
INTRODUCTION TO MEDIAEVAL THAME – AN EARLY PLANNED 

TOWN 
A talk by Peter Gulland 

 
Stone Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road 

 
Ring Joan Shurvell on 748530 for further information 

 

 Gardens open free all month  to  
individual RHS members 

Cancer Research Walk. 
Sunday 15

th
 May.  Anytime between 10am 

and 3pm. 
Put on your walking boots and help raise 

money for Cancer Research UK.  You can 
take as long – or as short a time as you want 
taking part in our sponsored walk around the 

Waterperry estate and gardens.  More 
information and sponsorship forms are 

available by calling Jenny Braithwaite on 
01844 208073. 

Dawn Chorus Wild Walk and Breakfast. 
Thursday 26

th
 May.  4.30am. 

Experience the magic of Waterperry Gardens 
at dawn with a spot of bird watching on the 

way round!  Our expert guide will help identify 
birds from their song and then join you for a 

hearty breakfast in the teashop followed by a 
slide show of some of Waterperry’s more 

elusive wildlife residents!  Numbers are limited 
and children must be accompanied by an 
adult.  Meet in the main car park and bring 

binoculars and appropriate clothing!  
Ticket prices:  Adults £18.50       Students and 

children aged 16 and under £13.00. 

Call us for more details on 01844 339254 
Email: office@waterperrygardens.co.uk 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

Visit the Garden shop for all your 
spring planting needs and the plant 
centre has a huge range of 
Waterperry-grown herbaceous, 
bedding and veg plants available 
right now. 

The gardens are springing back into 
life too – don’t miss the Wisteria 
looking gorgeous this month. 

Waterperry Gardens – something for 
everyone, every day of the year.  

Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, 
Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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My First Car 
 
Was a 1935 Morris 8 that was the source of many adventures. I acquired it from 

my sister who had been slightly conned into 
buying it from a cousin so that she could learn 
to drive. However she failed the driving test a 
couple of times and feeling frustrated had 
given it to me.  

My first long journey in the car was to 
take my mother and sister to visit my brother 
on Exmoor where he worked for the 
Agriculture Advisory Service. We arrived 
safely and a few days later he asked me to 
deliver some equipment to a farmer a few 

miles away. I set off along very narrow country lanes and eventually came to a 
part of the road that was shaped like a U, a very steep descent followed by an 
equally steep climb out. I went down the hill but could not get up the other side as 
the engine was not powerful enough. Reverse gear in most cars is lower than first 
gear so I tried backing up, this did not work either. After several attempts I gave 
up, walked back to my brother’s farm and he towed the car back with a tractor. I 
was always nervous about going up steep hills after that. 

The Morris Eight was one of the earlier small production cars to be fitted 
with hydraulic brakes all round, a vast improvement to the cable brakes on 
previous vehicles. For the non-technical readers hydraulic brakes use a fluid in 
the braking system which, when the foot brake pedal is pressed exerts pressure 
on the brake pads that stop the wheels from going around. The problem with the 
Morris was that there was a design fault which caused the seals that kept the 
liquid in system to collapse, causing the fluid to sprayed all over the road. The first 
time this happened I was slowing down for some traffic lights, the brakes failed 
and I smacked into the car in front. Fortunately there was very little damage to 
either car. The second time I had my eldest brother in the car and the brakes 
failed as we were approaching a junction. This time there was no other car 
involved and I managed to pull up using the handbrake. I then set off home 
controlling the speed with the handbrake. This entailed going down some steep 
hills with many bends, we managed it but it was a bit of a white knuckle ride. My 
eldest brother had served all through WW 2 in Bomber Command as a navigator. 
He had taken part in many bombing raids over Germany, once being the only 
plane to return from a mission. He reflected later on which was the scarier a raid 
over Germany or travelling with me in my Morris 8. 

Sadly the life of my Morris ended abruptly when zipping along a country 
lane I had a head-on collision with another car that broke its front axle. My head 
hit the windscreen wiper mechanism and I still have the scar to remind me of the 
accident. By this time the rest of my family had had enough and I had to get rid of 
it for scrap. Now I think about the car many years later it was dangerously unsafe 
and the later introduction of the MOT totally justified.                                     MWT 
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Bartlett's 
           Residential Home 

A beautiful Victorian country house set in over  

18 acres of tranquil park and gardens 

Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here  

and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome. 

Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need. 

Excellent facilities for recreational activities, 

 therapies and companionship. 

Award winning chef who uses local produce. 

Intimate and welcoming offering you a little bit extra. 

Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes. 

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000    Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk 

www.peverelcourt.co.uk 

Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP 

 

WEA West Bucks Villages Branch 
Carry on Learning  

 

CHARACTERS FROM DICKENS - CHILDREN 
 

With Ann Severn 
At Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone 

 
Thursday May 5th 

At 2.30 pm 
Entry £1 per lecture 

 
Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift. 

Pedestrians – ring for the gate security number 

 

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP 
NON DENOMINATIONAL 

 
meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road 

At 2.30 p.m. on May 24
th

 
come along to meet friends old and new. 

Alison Watkins is our Speaker this afternoon 
and we look forward to hearing her and 

then sharing in tea time chat and 
bargain hunting at the Bring & Buy 
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DESTINY DRIVING 

SCHOOL 
Based in Stone 

 
Competitive priced one hour lessons 

for the complete beginner or for 

experienced driver looking to 

improve their driving skills 
DSA Approved Instructor 

Patient & Friendly 

Flexible Lesson Duration 

Theory Test Help and Advice 

Air Conditioned Vehicle 

Discounts on longer lessons & block 

bookings 

Nervous learners are welcome 

Contact Fiona on 

07883 011509 

 

 

 

News-Direct 
 

Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door every 

morning 

 

All newspapers accounts can be 

settled by switch/cards using our 
 

Freephone No. 
 

0800 917 3076 
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 6 am–2 pm 

 

 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 

 



Parish News                                                  10                                                   May 2011 

HIGH SPEED 2 (HS2) 
The government launched its consultation on the HS2 project in February and the 
consultation runs until 29 July. 
 

HS2 is a proposal, by the government, to build a totally new railway from London 
to Birmingham, capable of eventually travelling at speeds of up to 250mph. It is 
called HS2, as a follow up to HS1, the line from London to the Channel Tunnel. 
The proposed line will pass through the Chilterns (partly in tunnel), then to the 
west of Wendover and through the gap between Fairford Leys and Hartwell 
House. It is certain therefore to affect, to varying degrees, some residents in 
Stone, Sedrup, Lower Hartwell, Bishopstone and possibly other areas. 
Construction is planned to start in 2017. The consultation document indicates that 
the line will later be extended from Birmingham to Manchester and Leeds, with 
some connections to the existing rail network. 
 

Explanatory roadshows will take place locally at various locations in May (e.g. 10 
and 11 May at the Olympic Lodge Hotel, Stoke Mandeville). The consultation 
document is now available (phone 0300 321 1010) for a copy. It is anticipated that 
copies will also be available at the roadshows. The document is about 150 pages 
long, which may seem a lot, but it is easy reading and spread over a few days or 
weeks it is not too demanding. The consultation summary includes a 
questionnaire with 7 simple questions, which can be answered with a yes or no, 
but space is provided for you to explain your views on the government proposals. 
 

The HS2 project is clearly significant from a National point of view but also 
because it will directly affect some parishioners, to a greater or lesser extent. If 
you feel strongly about the project (either for or against), it is suggested that you: 
(i) attend one of the roadshows (ii) obtain the consultation document and 
summary (iii) read it carefully (it is not complex but there is quite a lot of detail) (iv) 
answer the 7 questions and provide explanations for your views. 
 

The results of the consultation will be announced in the autumn and authorisation 
for the project will then be sought through a hybrid Parliamentary Bill. There will 
be no public inquiry – the scrutiny of the project is part of the Parliamentary 
process.                                                                                                 AW 
 

For an expert opinion on HS2 visit  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J2hSwo06Sk 

 

We send our condolences to the friends and families  
of the following, 

Roy Stratford buried at Dinton Church 15
th
 March 

Olive Girling cremation at Amersham 22
nd

 March 
Shirley Ann Crisp internment of ashes at Stone Church 22nd March 



Parish News                                                  11                                                   May 2011 

 

 
 

Windmill Landscapes 
(Thame Based) 

 
Your Local Landscape Company 

Established 1989 

 

Landscaping 

 Grass Cutting  

 Turfing  / Seeding  

 Hedge Cutting 

 Fencing - All Types  
 

Construction  

 Patios  

 Drives / Paths  

 Gates – Wood / Metal  

 Groundwork  
TEL: O1844 279519 

Freephone: O8OO 783 7194 

 

www.windmill-landscapes.com 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  
14

th
 – 21

st
 May 2011 

What can I say?   Will you please help Christian Aid in the fight for justice and 
against poverty?    Desperately needed are people to collect house to house;  
please let me know where you would like to collect – just a dozen envelopes will 
be a real help:  wherever you like in the villages.    
Please contact me on 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com. 
 

Events around the villages - 
 

SATURDAY 14
th

 May 12.30 – 2 
PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH 

with Roy & Sue Spinks @ 
Clowesbourne, Upton 
(Tel: 748369 for info) 

 

SUNDAY 15
th

 May   10 a.m. 
UNITED SERVICE 

St. John Baptist Church, 
Stone 

TUESDAY 17
th

 May 10 –12 
COFFEE MORNING + 
Cakes & Bring & Buy 

Methodist Chapel,Eythrope Road 
  

SATURDAY 21
st

  May 10 – 1 
PLANT SALE 

Mayerin, Churchway, Stone 
SPUD LUNCH 12 – 2 

Methodist Chapel 
 

Saturday May14 COFFEE MORNING, Bring & Buy, Dinton Church 10.30 – 12 
 

PLEASE COME ALONG -enjoy and support these events 
Help Christian Aid – believe in life BEFORE death 

 

 
 

A BIG THANKYOU to all who 
contributed, sold and bought 
books at the Bumper Book 

Sale – also those who 
prepared, served and enjoyed 

coffees and soups. 
A magnificent £865 was  

raised for the Flush Fund. 
 

Marie Helene & Valma 
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Peverel Court, Stone, and its Occupants  
Part 2.  The early C20th – an Edwardian family, a Canon, a Brigadier and a 
Dowager 
 
You may remember from part 1 that the widowed Mrs Bartlett and her family 
moved away from Stone in 1902. The new tenant at Peverel Court was a retired 
churchman, the Reverend Henry Blagdon, latterly Vicar of Hughenden, an 
honorary canon of Christ Church, Oxford. He was remembered by Mrs Kate 
Farmborough of Stone, who worked for them  at Peverel when she first came to 
the village in her early twenties – her husband was from Bishopstone and a 
member of the Peverel Court Football Club The Farmboroughs lived in Stone and 
celebrated their diamond wedding in 1968. She died in 1970. 
 
The Football Club wasn’t the only sports club attached to Peverel in the early 
1900s – there was a cricket team too – the Stone and Hartwell Cricket Club, 
photographed here before the house. The plump chap in the boater is John Sare 
of Calley farm and there are other familiar names in the team. 
 

 
  
From an old family album we can identify with the Bridge family, who moved into 
Peverel in 1907, still renting from the Lees. There were four grown-up children, 
John, Ruth, Joanna and Pippin, all in their twenties, and the family album 
belonged to Joanna, who travelled with other family members all over Europe and 
recorded their visits with notes and photographs. At home in Stone they posed for 
family celebrations and with their grandchildren in the rose garden and by the 
herbaceous border and the gooseberry patch – the gardens were beautifully kept 
and the family dogs are always in evidence. Croquet was played on the lawn and 
a gravel terrace faced south at the back of the house, lined with flower-filled urns 
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By 1914 the Bridges had moved on, but these dark old photographs, lent by Pat 
Reid of Long Crendon – her husband’s grandfather was John Bridge – give us a 
lovely picture of Edwardian family life at Peverel Court..        
 

      
 
The next tenants we know about were the Oxleys, Brigadier General Reginald 
Stewart Oxley and his wife Margaret, in residence by 1920. He had had a long 
and illustrious army career, serving in the South African War, when he was 
mentioned in dispatches and earned the Queen’s Medal, and all through the 
Great War as a staff officer. He was awarded the CMG in 1919. He and his wife 
took part in village activities and were at the unveiling of both the Stone and 
Bishopstone War Memorials. When they moved to Twyford Manor in 1929 the 
estate decided to sell the already heavily mortgaged house together with the two 
cottages opposite and all its land. 
 
In December 1929 the Dowager Lady Longford purchased the Peverel estate for 
£7,000 and moved from the family home at Aston Hall, Oxfordshire, where she 
had been living with her six children. The Earl was killed at Gallipoli in 1915.  
Workmen moved in first to improve the unacceptable bathrooms and the following 
spring she and daughters Violet and Julia took up residence, supported by a staff 
including Taylor the butler and Annie Reason, Lady Longford’s personal maid. 
 
Lady Longford was severely crippled with arthritis and was frequently ill – her 
daughter-in-law Elizabeth Longford described her reserve and her courage – a tall 
woman “with faded gold hair, wearing a grey cardigan and long, long skirt 
…driving a Baby Austin round the estate” (the paths she used are still discernable 
in the shrubbery) as she battled with deteriorating health. The two daughters were 
presented at court during their time at Peverel and spent a good deal of time in 
London enjoying dances and parties.  
 
At home in Stone they attended the little church at Hartwell, sometimes the only 
communicants at early service, walked down to the river Thame to swim, hunted 
and played golf. They used a small sitting room (called Mr Dick’s room after the 
Oxley son who was the previous incumbent) to paint, play the piano and stitch 
pink crepe de chine underwear trimmed with roses!  
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In 1932 the second son, Frank Packenham and his fiancée Elizabeth Harman 
(later Lord and Lady Longford) married and moved into the cottages, now one 
house renamed Stairways, where their first two children Antonia and Thomas, 
were born (and christened at Hartwell Church). During their time at Stairways the 
young Packenhams entertained a string of intellectual friends from Oxford 
including John Betjeman, Evelyn Waugh and Hugh Gaitskell, who usually called 
at the Spread Eagle in Thame for a drink or two with landlord John Fothergill on 
their way over… 
 
Lady Longford died at the end of 1933 and the young Packenhams moved to 
Oxford (she taught for the WEA), but the house and the cottage proved difficult to 
sell. In 1939 retired Methodist missionary George Ernest Woodford bought 
Stairways for £700 and moved in with his wife Daisy, to stay for some 25 years. 
At the beginning of WWII Peverel itself took on a new identity and it was never 
again to be simply a family home. 
 
Stone Local History Group                 to be continued 
 

 

 

SUMMER GARDEN FAIR  
 

11
TH

 JUNE 2011 
AT 

84 OXFORD ROAD   STONE 
10.00 - 3.00 

IN AID OF STONE CHURCH 
TOILET    FACILITIES 

PLOUGHMANS LUNCH 
TEAS      COFFEE 

CAKES 
VARIOUS STALLS 
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise,Stone HP17 8RR 01296 748068 

Email: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk 
May 2011 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 
 
 
 
Weddings are in the air at present!  We have just spent a morning 
with 3 couples who are planning to be married in this Parish later in 
the year, and we already have 6 booked for 2012.  The Royal 
Wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton, still to take place as 
we write, is a great occasion for us all, not only to relish and party, 
but also as a reminder of the true value of Marriage which God 
intended should form a bedrock for our society to be built upon.  
Marriages are God’s plan for living together, and with His help, they 
work! 
 
Jesus enjoyed Weddings and He was not a ‘killjoy’.  We are told of 
one He attended with his mother and some of his disciples, when He 
actually ‘saved the day’, for the wine ran out, and Jesus miraculously 
provided gallons more and of the very best standard.  We trust 
William and Kate will be able to enjoy wonderful celebrations on their 
special day, but it’s how they live the rest of their lives together 
afterwards that will determine whether or not it is a successful 
Marriage.  I pray they may be allowed some privacy afterwards to 
adjust and enjoy being a married couple together before they begin 
their endless round of public engagements.   
 
Peter and I have been married 40+ years, and although that in itself 
gives us no authority on the subject, since any Marriage needs to be 
continually worked at, and we must never take our partners for 
granted, we offer one or two tips – not just for the Royal Couple, but 
for all of us: 
 

1) It is good that William and Kate are making their promises to 
each other before God and a congregation of friends and 
family who are witnesses.  These vows are not to be entered 
into lightly. 
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2) With the particular stresses and strains of being in the public 
eye, and even without, we can do no better than asking God 
to be the Head of our Marriage, committing to Him our whole 
wedded life. 

“You’ve seen the flyers in cars – ‘A dog is for life not just for 
Christmas’ – so too is a Marriage, a life-long commitment to each 
other. 
3) A good Marriage is greatly helped by putting our partner’s 

needs before our own.   
4) Don’t ‘get stuck in a rut’.  Romance and laughter at 

ourselves, are important however many years we’ve been 
married!  

 
So as we wish William and Kate a happy, life-long Marriage, let us 
pray for them and for our own Marriages, that we will be more ready 
to give than to receive, more ready to listen than to talk, and more 
ready to sacrifice our own selfish ways, and forgo our own desires in 
favour of our partner’s, and our Marriage. 
 
Yours in Him, 
 
PETER AND ANGELA RICH 

 

Stone Village Website 

'The Stone village website has arrived!  

Representatives from the SBN (Stone Business Network) have 

been beavering away on behalf of their community to create a 

Stone site, web address 

www.stonevillage.org.uk. 

Although in its infancy at the moment, it is anticipated that it 

will grow organically over time as more community groups 

and individuals start contributing to it. 

It's your website, so please take a look! If you'd like to give 

your village website hosts your feedback, ask questions or add 

information to the site, please contact Stewart Glover or  

Meryl Danby on info@stonevillage.org.uk.' 
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MEMORIES OF ARTHUR JEFFREY WHEN HE LIVED AT FORD 
AS A YOUNG BOY IN THE EARLY 1930s 

 
Firework night - During half-term from school, all the boys borrowed a cart from 
Keen’s Farm to collect all the rubbish and wood from hedge cuttings. Pulling it all 
round the village to build the communal bonfire, held sometimes in the pub field, 
at other times in a paddock by our house. We joined Joe Woodford’s firework club 
with whatever money we could get to but the fireworks from him. One year we put 
Bill Field in a pram dressed as a guy and took him around the village in half light, 
knocking on doors, he squeaked if they touched him. We made enough money to 
buy some paraffin to start the bonfire as it was wet. John Saunders took the 
money but insisted that he put the paraffin on as we were only kids. He did just 
that but caught himself alight, burning his arms and legs, and had to go to 
hospital, but luckily it was not too serious. 
 
Opposite our house was a big chestnut tree, one day Ron Ludlow (nicknamed 
Knighter) got his Mum’s new axe and stripped all the bark off the front of the tree. 
When his Mum came home she took him to the tree, dropped his trousers and 
thrashed him. That tree remained like that for years and was eventually felled. 
 
We used to have an old woman tramp in the area called Mag Mary. She used to 
go around with an old black pram with all her belongings in. she used to get 
vicious if we teased her. She would come around the village selling pegs and iron 
holders. She died shortly after accidentally setting fire to a farm shed by Ford 
Crossroads. 
 
During the summer holidays we would build a dam in the Ford brook.  We would 
go on picnics along the Ford lower road at Lanchbury’s farm which was half way 
to Haddenham, Aunt Maud, Mum’s sister and her family and friends, who lived in 
Haddenham would meet us for games. 
 
When we went to Aunt Maud’s for the day we used to spend time by the railway 
station watching the goods trains, counting the trucks as they passed by. We 
would have to go to Grandfather’s at Gibraltar to pick gooseberries, pull rhubarb 
and dig potatoes. I liked going there, as he always had condensed milk on the 
shelf in his old kitchen. I used to eat it by the spoonful. 
 
In the winter we would have paper chases. Saturday mornings we would tear up 
bags full of paper. When the older boys came home from work at noon, two would 
go off leaving a paper trail, the rest would follow half an hour later.  Today we 
would have been called litter louts. 
 
Washing day took up the whole day, Mum used to light the fire in a copper in the 
outside shed which took hours to boil. She used a big wooden mangle in garden.  



Parish News                                                  19                                                   May 2011 

The toilet used to be at top of our long garden so in the winter Dad always lit 
some newspapers to warm the place up. When one of us was ill, Mum would line 
us all up and we all had to have a spoonful of brimstone and treacle, then we 
would know the way up to the toilet.  
 
When a cow had calf Mum used to get the first milk from the farmer and make a 
lovely milk pudding called cherry curds, it would be illegal to do this now. Our first 
cat was called nigger, no race relations in those days. Occasionally, we had a 
coloured man come to the village selling silks and ribbons from a suitcase.  
 
Mum did not back horses but one day Dad said to her ‘Royal Mail’ will win the 
Grand National. She said she would only back it if the postman came to our 
house that day which he did so Mum put a shilling on each way and it won at 7/1. 
In those days it was a lot of money. Funny thing was the postman came to our 
house by mistake that day. 
 
In 1938 the family moved from Ford to Upton.  Arthur joined the Royal Navy at 17 
and half years of age and served with them throughout World War 2.  He spent 
many years as Scout Master with Dinton Scout Group.    
 
Later the family moved to Stone and was Church Warden at Stone Church for 
some years.  He was also an active member of the local British Legion and keen 
member of the Quainton Amateur Dramatic Society often performing lead roles. 
 
Arthur now lives in Chingford, London with his partner, Mary. 
 

Arthur was born in 1924 and celebrated his 85
th
 birthday in 2009. 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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29th May – a public holiday  

Oak Apple Day or Royal Oak Day was a holiday celebrated on 29 May to 
commemorate the restoration of the English monarchy, in May 1660. In 1660, 
Parliament declared 29 May a public holiday:  

"Parliament had ordered the 29 of May, the King's birthday, to be forever kept as 
a day of thanksgiving for our redemption from tyranny and the King's return to his 
Government, he entering London that day."  

Traditional celebrations to commemorate the event often entailed the wearing of 
oak apples, in reference to the occasion after the Battle of Worcester in 
September 1651, when the future Charles II of England escaped the Roundhead 
army by hiding in an oak tree near Boscobel House. Anyone who failed to wear a 
sprig of oak risked being pelted with bird's eggs or thrashed with nettles.  

Events still take place at Upton-upon-Severn, Northampton, Aston on Clun in 
Shropshire, Marsh Gibbon in Buckinghamshire, Great Wishford in Wiltshire when 

villagers gather wood in Grovely Wood, and Membury in Devon. The day is 
generally marked by re-enactment activities at Moseley Old Hall, one of the 

houses where Charles II hid in 1651. At some Oxford and Cambridge halls a toast 
is still drunk to celebrate Oak Apple Day.  

 

 

Can You Help 
 

A local blind / partially sighted Society 

are looking for volunteers as either drivers or helpers 

 

On alternative Tuesdays and or Thursdays 

For more information 

Please contact 

Beryl  

01296 424330 
Expenses paid 

Reg.Charity  203345   Bucks Vision 
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The Ash Tree 

 
Ash trees are common throughout Britain; they may grow to up to 150 feet tall, forming 

very large, impressive trees. 

 

They can be easily identified when in leaf; the large leaves are “pinnate”, each with up to 

13 individual leaflets set in pairs along a central stem. The only other trees or shrubs with 

remotely similar leaves are elder (a shrub) and walnut, which has fewer leaflets. In winter, 

ash can be identified by its’ hard, black leaf buds, arranged in opposite pairs along each 

twig. 

 

The seeds of the ash are single “keys” which hang down from the tree in bunches in the 

autumn and winter. The wind will carry these seeds for some distance and germination 

takes place 18 months later. 

 

Ash is usually very late in coming into leaf, usually not before May, and quite often not 

until the end of May. In 2010 we had a warm April which encouraged early growth, 

followed by some late frosts in May, which caused quite bad frost damage to some ash 

trees. This does not kill the trees, but delays full leaf development. This suggests that ash 

has evolved to come into leaf late, in order to avoid frost damage. Oak also comes into 

leaf late and there is the well known saying – oak before ash, it will be a splash (not much 

rain); ash before oak, it will be a soak (lots of rain). Why not check it out this year, to see 

if it’s true? 

 

Ash wood is extremely strong and has many uses; in particular tool handles (axes, 

pickaxes and spades) which need strength. It is also widely used in furniture manufacture. 

In mediaeval times arrows were often made from young ash shoots, which are straight 

(saplings of other trees are not so straight). Ash wood burns very well, even when freshly 

cut. 

 

Ash is most often seen locally as a hedgerow tree, but ash woods can be found in Northern 

England or Scotland, particularly in limestone areas. Ash is within the same family as 

olive. Rowan is sometimes called mountain ash, but it is not related to the ash tree at all. 

 

AW      
 

Daisy-Mai Howe will be baptised on 15th May at  
St John the Baptist Church Stone. 

Love from all the family 
 

Jack Thomas Michael Curry will be baptised on 15th May at 
 St John the Baptist Church Stone. 

Love from all the family and Mummy and Daddy 
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH 

During this month’s services 

the following will be remembered in prayer: 
1

st
 – Mayflower Close; 8th – Meadoway;  22

nd
 – Oxford Road 

and 29
th
 – Poplars Close 

 
* * * * * * 

An invitation to join in a short 

Bible Study Course 

held at Stoke Mandeville Methodist Church 

Focusing on Philippians 
led by Revd. David Jenkins 

Wednesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. 
  4

th
 May  Inspiration 

18
th

 May  Confidence 
8

th
 June  Joy 

 
Each session is complete in itself. 

The purpose of the series is to help us in 
moving on in our relationship with God 

and with one another 

 

 
COASTGUARD 

COTTAGE 
 

IN MUNDESLEY  
NORTH NORFOLK 

 
TO LET 

 
3 BEDROOMS SLEEPS 6 
CONTACT:  01296 748367 

 
WEBSITE: WWW.NORFOLKNUMBER5.CO.UK 
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May Gardening 
 
As the month progresses less hardy vegetables can be sown directly into the soil 
from the middle of the month. They then should be safe from any late frosts, but 
any pot grown veg such as tomatoes, sweet corn, marrows etc. are best left 
protected till the end of the month. 
In a village not far from Stone runner bean seed was always planted on the 
twelfth of May unless wet when they were planted on the eleventh The same care 
should also be taken with summer bedding plants. Each year the super markets 
and garden centres seem to have the plants ready for sale earlier and earlier and 
they would be more than happy if a late frost doubled sales. 
As the weather warms up so all the pests start to attack, so do be on the look out 
and take steps to defend your plants. One pest which is on the increase is the lily 
beetle. If you grow lilies and the leaves are eaten look carefully and you will see a 
small red beetle about half the size of a ladybird. The only sure way to kill these 
pests is by hand, but you need to be quick as the jump quickly when disturbed. 
PJS 

 

 
GARDEN OPEN  

AT MOAT FARM, FORD 
  

In Aid Of  
 

PACE 
 

On 

TUESDAY JUNE 21ST 3.30 pm 

 

DELICIOUS STRAWBERRY TEA 

(under cover!) 

TICKETS 

£15 PER HEAD 

 
Please apply with a cheque made out to PACE to  

Patricia Bergqvist, Moat Farm, Ford, Aylesbury HP17 8XD (01296 748560    
patricia@quintadelarosa.com) 
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D. J. Parr  

uPVC Installations & Repairs 

 

Office: 01296 613429     Mobile:  07815 794551 

Email: dparrinstall@aol.com 

 

UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories 

uPVC Fascias, Soffits and Gutters 

Misted/broken glass replaced 

Window & door locks, hinges and handles 

Patio doors repaired, cat flaps fitted  

Gutter maintenance 

Local skilled Craftsman  -  references supplied  -  no obligation quote 

 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

General House Maintenance 
Painting and Decorating  

Small Tiling Jobs 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

 
Ruby Cottage, 7 Chapel Road 

Ford HP17 8XE 
Tel: 01296 747267 

Mobile: 07831 658909 
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Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury, 

Bucks. HPl7 8QP 

The Bugle Horn 
Tel 01296 747594 

 

David and his team would like to 
welcome you to the Bugle Horn to 
enjoy 'Great Leisure Moments' in a 
Great British Pub, we are proud to 
serve great food from around the 

world in a distinctly British manner 
all day, every day. 

 
Try our extensive range of wines 

from around the world or one of our 
traditional cask ales - just pop in,  

no need to book, even if it is  
just for coffee.  

 
 

Bishopstone Village 
Hall Trust 

Need to hire a hall? 

…think ‘hall’, think 

Bishopstone Hall 
 

 Prices start from just £20 for a 
child’s party, for up to 80 
people 

 Disabled access, licensed bar 
available, terms and 
conditions apply 

Phone 01296 747773 for more 

information 

Bishopstone Village Hall 

Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ 

Registered Charity No. 264370 
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In the middle of Ford 

Food all day for 
Summer 

Weekends 
 

Why not bring the kids and 
the dog and sit out in the 
garden? 

Our new garden menu has 
some new treats as well as 
old favourites and is 
available from 12-9pm at 
weekends. 

Book now - 01296 747473 

www.dintonhermit.co.uk 

The Dinton Hermit is a 
400 year old stone and 

timbered building, full of 
charm and character. Our 
beer garden is a haven of 
seclusion where you can 

be sure of fantastic 
freshly prepared food and 

well-kept ale. 
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HARTWELL HOUSE HOTEL 

RESTAURANT AND SPA 
Value for money dinner 

This is without doubt a great meal deal.  Enjoy a complimentary glass of  

Prosecco and canapés in one of the elegant drawing rooms, followed by a  

set three course dinner using new season local sourced farm produce, and  

finish with coffee and Hartwell fudge.   

And the price – only £28.50 per person inclusive of service and VAT 

Available Sunday to Thursday inclusive 
 

Traditional Afternoon Tea 
The perfect way to spoil family and friends is to treat them to Hartwell’s 

 famous afternoon tea and take the opportunity while you are here of exploring  

the 90 acres of grounds in all their late Spring and early Summer glory 

Only £19.00 per person 
 

The Spa Café  
Perfect for morning coffee, light lunches including speciality pizzas, and snacks the 

Spa Café is the ideal place to meet for that leisurely informal dining experience. 

Lunch served daily from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm. Open to the Public 

Open for dinner every Friday and Saturday with a last serving of 8.30pm 

Call the Spa Café direct on 01296 746526 to make a reservation 
 

May Makeover 
Let Clarins teach you the tricks of the trade and discover their latest look with  

this interactive workshop on Thursday 12th May.  There are two workshops  

either from 10.30am to 12 noon or 1.30pm to 3.00pm, and a £10.00 booking fee  

is redeemable against any Clarins product purchased on the day. 
Spaces are limited so please book early with the Spa Manager on 

 01296 746500 to avoid disappointment  
 

For further information, menus or to make a reservation, 

please telephone 01296 747444 or visit the website 
Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

Part of the National Trust  

www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com 


